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O our God wilt thou not judge them ? For we 


have no Might againſt this Company that 
cometh againſt us: Neither know we what 
to do, but our Eyes are upon Thee. And 
all Fudah flood before the Lord with 


their Little Ones, their Wives, and their 


Children. 


OW unſteady are the ways of Man! 


Even the renowned Solomon was fo 


unthinking as to fall into Idolatry, and to 


forſake God in his old Age ;—whereupon it 
was foretold, by the Prophet Ahijah, to 


A Jeroboam 
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Jeroboam the Son of Nebat, (who was only 
a Ruler over the People who were employed 


in carrying Stones for Solomon's Buildings) 


thas the God of Iſrael would rend the King- 


dom out of the Hands of Solomon, and 


would give Ten Tribes unto him. —But this 


Separation, in the Houſe of David, was not 


to be made in Solomon's Time; the Righ- 
teouſneſs of his F ather David entailed ſuch a 
| Bleſſing upon im, that God would not per- 


mit it in his Time, for David his Servant's 


Sake. 


But when Solomon was dead, then the 
Diſtraction begun; for the twelve Tribes 
meeting at Shechem, the Centre of the 
Kingdom, to acknowledge Rehoboam, ac- 


cording to Cuſtom, for their Sovereign, as 


rightful Succeſſor to Solomon, the diſcon- 
tented Parties recalled Jeroboam out of 


Egypt, who had fled thither out of the Way 
75 | of 


CS? 
of Solomon, to this Aſſembly, and choſe 
him their Speaker. —— They begin with a 


Complaint againſt the former Government ; 


but promiſed to ſubmit to Rehoboam as their 


King, and be his faithful Subjects, if he 


would promiſe to eaſe them of their Burthens 


which his Father Solomon had impoſed up- 
on them. Upon this Rehoboam called his 
Father's Counſellors together, and ſaid, 
« How do ye adviſe that I may anſwer this 


e People?” It appeared to them that there 


could be but ſmall Reaſon to complain 
againſt the Government of Solomon, by 
whoſe extraordinary Judgement, Arts, Sci- 
ences, and Merchandiſe had been ſo much 
improved ; but to thoſe deſirous of a Change, 
a light Cauſe ſeems ſufficient : Therefore 
their Advice was, . That if he would be 
* rather condeſcending to them, and ſpeak 
good Words unto them, then they would 
es be his Servants for ever.” But he ſorſook 
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the Counſel of the old Men, and choſe ſome 


of his Companions, unexperienced Men, to 
be of his Privy-Council, (which is a fre- 
quent Fault of young Kings) and they 
adviſed him to fay unto them, My little 
„ Finger ſhall be thicker than my Father's 


«© Loins.” Thus Rehoboam was proud and 


vain, and ſcorned to court the biggeſt Part 
of his People; expecting Obedience unto 
him as an abſolute Monarch! But this 


bluſtering Language was not able to frighten 


them into Obedience, but made himſelf 
juſtly deſpiſed. —For, * When all Iſrael 


« ſaw that the King hearkened not unto 


te them, the People anſwered the King, 
o ſaying, What Portion have we in David ? 
« neither have we Inheritance in Jeſſe : To 
your Tents, O Iſrael ! Now ſee to thine 


6 


e their Tents.” Thus by the ill Advice of 


raſh Counſellors, and the Imprudence of 


I their 


Houſe, David.—So Iſrael departed unto 


OA — „„ hd 


„ LH» 


PW 


5 


their Prince, there was a Breach made in 


the Kingdom of Ifrael, which never after 


could be made up; for we read that © Iſrael 
« rebelled againſt the Houſe of David unto | 
« this Day.” When Rehoboam had ſeen 


his Miſtake, and that he had but two Tribes 


out of twelve that ſtuck to him in the Sup- 
port of his Crown and Dignity, he ſent Ado- 
ram (who had the principal Care of thoſe 
Tributes which the Iſraelites were unwilling 


to pay) to treat with them; with Promiſes, 


perhaps, of eaſing them when it was too 
late, * But they ſtoned him with Stones 


« that he died.” This Action of the rebel- 


lious Iſraelites was as much wrong as the 


Imprudence of the King of Judah had be- 


fore been, in behaving ſo rigorouſly to his 
Subjects ; for the Law of all Nations pro- 


hibits any Violence to be done to a King's 


Ambaſſador. —Thus a Civil Wa rwas actually 


commenced, and would have been immedi- 


ately 
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ately attended with great Effuſion of Blood, 
had not God prevented it, by ſending She- 
maiah unto Rehoboam, the Son of Solomon, 
King of Judah and Benjamin, ſaying, Ye 


„ ſhall not go up nor fight againſt your 
„ Brethren the Children of Iſrael.” Thus 


God in Mercy prevented theſe two miſguided 


Princes from ſhedding the Blood of his 


People; one of which was prompted to it 
by regal Pride, the other by curſed Ambi- 
tion! But Rehoboam did not neglect di- 
rectly to ſtrengthen his Kingdom with 


Forts; while Jeroboam, to prevent the De- 


ſertion of the People of Iſrael, by going, as 


uſual, to Jeruſalem three Times a Year to 


offer Sacrifice, pretended to eſtabliſh a new 
Religion, and ſet up two golden Calves, one 
in the North, and the other in the South 


of his Dominions, under which Symbols he 


affected to worſhip the Lord Jehovah. This 


gave Occaſion to the Miniſters of the Lord, 
a and 


t] 


te 


v7 


and a great Number of Iſraelites, to leave 


their Houſes and Poſſeſſions and come over 


to Judah and Jeruſalem, which made a vaſt 


Addition to the Strength of Judah. 


Too many and various are the Incidents 
that happened to the Kings of Iſrael and 


Judah for me to, enumerate in this Place, 


but, upon the whole, it appears that the 


Kings of Judah gradually deſtroyed the Idol- 
Worſhip that Solomon, in the latter End 


of his Reign, had introduced, and perſeve- 


red in the Worſhip of the true God, to the 
coming of our Saviour; while the Rebels, 
under Jeroboam and his Succeſſors, perſe- 


vered in their Wickedneſs and Idolatry till 
they were utterly deſtroyed from being any 


more a People. 


What I would particularly obſerve during 


the Succeſſion of the Kings of Judah, is, 
that 
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that whenever they were labouring under 


any Affliction, brought upon them by the 


chaſtiſing Hand of Providence, for any cry- 
ing Wickedneſs they had committed, if 


they repented of their Errors, and turned 


themſelves unto God, by amending their 
Lives, he always heard their Cry, and ſaved 
them from Deſtruction. As was the Caſe, 


eſpecially, in the Time of the good King 


Jehoſaphat, who, though he was one of the 
beſt of Princes, yet was not without ſome 
Faults, for which God thought proper to 
reprove him, and threaten him with all the 
Calamities of War, from a Combination of 
barbarous and foreign Powers; As Moab 
* and the Children of Ammon, and with 
% them other beſides the Ammonites.“ But 


in Order to divert the Danger, and preſerve 


himſelf and his People from Deſtruction, he 


: proclaimed a Faſt, and prayed for Help unto 


his God, ſaying, * O my God wilt thou 


% not 


4 
I. 


£ 


6 


« 


* 


A 


do, but our Eyes are upon Thee.—And 
all Judah ſtood before the Lord, with 
their Little Ones, their Wives, and their 
Children,” 


- 
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From the Text thus copiouſly explained, 
and the Revolt of the ten Tribes from 
the royal Standard, in the State of Iſrael 


conſidered, ſo parallel to the preſent Cata- 
ſtrophe which has, within theſe few Years, 


happened amongſt his Majeſty's Subjects 


in North - America; (which Rebellion 
threatens this Kingdom with almoſt ine- 


vitable Ruin ; either by purſuing the uſual 


Ravages of War, to reduce them to their 


former Allegiance; or by too much draining 


the Mother-Country of her neceſſary F orces, 


leaving it open and an eaſy Prey to its 


. :- watthd 


not judge them? For we have no Might 
againſt this great Company that cometh 
againſt us: Neither know we what to 


k : : . was A p - 4.264 
. cf op. See. AS $f. = — : 
„ 5 . « N * 
> 1238 __ 1 4 7 - $2.544 1 2 - 4, + 
l ; RA OT. 13 - . 


8 ho. 
ae. 2 
22 3 

* „ 


— — x . 1 9 2 ot ro 1 * -.4 
1 " —. & Fw 2 
— ee * bogs ng 2 2 4 . 2 2 * 
** * >» * 3 , * 
— 5 > . - 5 F 8 . 


A DOES Er Way TO TOE 
- * — 4 > — 4 - 4 


* 
Wang . Ss 
REC 
— » bs Sh Fe * q r e LD. 
* * 
: * . 


= * . * 1 — — — — — > 
9 9 » p , l by 8 A j + 4h 8 ib l 
. — 2 =. 4 9 as OS I » i 
2 5 "2" , — n 1 ** £ A — * £ + is - i K® — * © Got EF "ll * g PRE > Arq: 8 2 2 3 
. 2 2 I _ Mo mas \ LS. * 2 3 4 2 WA ae Rd * * — 4 8 Fat; bet bits "Ha, we AS 2 6 Res" » =, \ 8 
5 * . þ * nnn 1 — 2 . | 1 . YR, , — 1 . V W n - 
N — e n n 5 L r 1 Nr en 15 . 3 ned — 7 8 
bs = 5. 6. > n 3 7 N 2 N * be 2 n . as TORE. EW Gy * A . 25 2 2 2 r. RAGE ROS ; . > 
"IK L 2 2 — 75 2 - 


0 
N * 1 1* . . 
4 "”" 4 . W 1 7 — | 4 * K * 4 PD I 9 1 
5 2 — y 2 op, 1 a” F * ? — , nn” NF 8 . 4 r C 7 3 1 Se N 
; of 48 1 q * 4 : 4 * " ot * + fa E * ry , A EEE 2 „ N 7 13 þ 4 j - * 1 25 | A 7 — 7 a { 
* * * W 2 ” +” PESTS EE add in +\ ye 12 EE P 2 3) F Tan 2 2 RE . e EEE 3 N 2 r >. 5 oF "Se 3 22 — e Th in Se Re \ * =o 4 3 * — 1 PA. ri * BY P15 Om N. OI wr & 
© . 4 * wa 2 = p abs 2 * bo, * tae > 1 * » kh "we $6, I W 3 "Ia; : : 0 : : ; 
. N ER 5 ccc R . WE EI w— — l S Ge 5 ; A 4 RE: - tn 2 A+ ot Re ES FE 2 Hp -— 2 T 
— I.. 3 — MES 295-4 £ > _— = * A * 1 N 85 ; 8 - , g — — = F — 8 . : 3 : —— . : |: 6 
* WFigar . . e a , 9 3 => , fu EG x} — — 3 — — 1 2 — . Hr at” Gm 2 — BR 2 k ] N F D * — | 2 
oo 7 ef ae > g 4 — 2 2 "a 3 oo. rods 8 5 E 0 4 — n = | a - 
— I * -_ 2 * - 4” E. =, 
+ — 44 Wy. — x — 


74 * N 


2 


2 


7 


OK. 


AT 
*F . 7 
14 : b bod *: — . 
' R 2 
. $2228" 
9 — i» 
: ; — I 


CLAS Su 


3 


. 
8 


0 % \ 8 — 
—_— - dd A 8 
> = 
n 
- 2 Y * 4 he. CES 
. * „ * 


re 


+ 
r 
— 5; — 8 
o & A 
+ , = 78 
_ PR . — 


1 0 


watchful and inveterate Enemies) I need not 


mention, I think, to any ſenſible Perfon, the 


Occaſion and Neceflity of this preſent Meets 


ing. In the midſt of ſuch alarming Circum- 


ſtances, our pious King, like the good 


Jehoſaphat of old, ſets himſelf to ſeek the 
Lord, and proclaims a Faſt through all his 


Kingdom : Which I ſhall obſerve, in the 


1ſt Place, to be the propereſt Step that can 
be taken in ſuch a Situation. adly, I ſhall 
dwell a little upon ſome of the melancholy 


Conſequences of a Civil-War.—And then 


endeayour to make ſome proper Obſervations 


from the whole, and fo conclude, 


Without pretending politically to demon- 
ſtrate to you whether the Americans or we 


are wrong, I will ſay no more than this, 


there muſt be Faults on both Sides. It 


would be as bad, nay, perhaps, a worſe 


miſpending of Tine, for me to diſturb you, 


— no | on 


8 
on ſuch a folemn Meeting as this, with theſe 
Matters, by diverting your T houghts into a 


wrong Channel, than that pernicious Prac- 


tice of common People diſputing with one 
another at public Houſes, upon the Sub- 
ject, with all. their Ale and Acrimony. One 


| barangues about the rumous State of this 1 
| Kingdom, and the Ingratitude of the Ameri= þ 
b cans; another, upon the arbitrary Bebaviour ta 
of the Mother-Country fo her Colonies (not p 
_ conſidering they are all the while adding to 7 i 
the heavy Burthens they complain of, by a 
ö miſpending their Money, and waſting of . 
their Time). However theſe Knots of 1 
News- paper Politicians will battle it out till ©; 
- late at Night, nor do they then ſeparate | 
e with cloſed Debate, but blown up, with 1 
0 Smoke and Liquor, to ſuch a Pitch of per- : 
t ſonal Envy and III-will, as to have commen— 4 
0 ced little leſs than a Civil War with one 
ly | another. But the Diſagreeableneſs of taking, 
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i View of theſe ill-ſpent Hours, together 
with my entering into political Matters, 
and the Unprofitableneſs of the beſt Digeſt 
of them to you, induces me to paſs on to 
the particular Heads of this Diſcourſe I 
have propoſed to ſpeak to; the firſt of which 
is, that I am to obſerve that Faſting and 
Prayer to God are the propereſt Steps that 
can be taken in the dangerous Exigencies of 


War, 


The Kingdoms of the Earth might have 
been long ago ſufficiently convinced, by 
Experience, that there is no depending upon 
their own Strength; for they who ruſh 
headlong into Battle, without making the 
King of Heaven their Ally, have but rarely 
gained any Advantage, but in the End do 
often bring about their own Deſtruction :— 
That of Iſrael, which was once ſo well 
eſtabliſhed, both by the Pureneſs of its 
8 Religion, 


1 


ay 


1 


Religion, the Wiſdom, Strength, and 
Numbers of its People, ſo as to be the Glory 
of all the Earth, ſoon dwindled down to 
nothing, when once they begun to forſake 
the Lord their God, and became Apoſtates to 

the Rock of their Salvation. But Jehoſaphat, 


one of the Kings of Judah, (after the Com- 
munity of Iſrael was divided) upon hearing 
that the Moabites, Ammonites, and others 


in Confederacy with them, were coming 


againſt him, publickly called the whole 


Nation to Acts of Penitence and Prayer, that 


they might obtain Help of God, and they 


prevailed :—For by the Ordering of divine 


Providence, the Enemy fell upon one ano- 


ther and ſlew one another, ſo that the King 
of Judah was left Maſter of the Field with- 


out ſtriking a ſtroke; for the People of 


Jehoſaphat had ing"! to do but to gather 
ub the pos: 
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When Manaſſeh, one of the Kings alſo of 
Judah, inſtead of imitating the Piety of his 
Father Flezekiah, fell into the moſt deteſt- 
able Idolatry, ſhed innocent Blood in great 
Abundance, and exceeded in Wickedneſs all 
the wicked Kings of Judah, God was pro- 
voked ſo much by his Sins, and the Sins of 
his Subjects, that he ſaffered him to be car- 
ried Captive in Chains to Babylon : Yet 


when this ſame Prince humbled himſelf, { 
and in his Affliction beſought the Lord his a] 
God, in Conſideration of his Humility, God It 
brought him back again to his own City ir 
Jeruſalem. ar 
| . 

Innumerable other Inſtances might be af 
produced to ſhew the good Effects of Humi- un 
lation and Prayer, not only to the pious, | Fe 
but even to grievous Sinners, when they | an 


were truly penitent ; and that Nothing is fo 
proper to have Recourſe to, for any Kingdom 
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or Nation, when labouring under any Cala- 
mity, but I think it needleſs to recount any 
more.—Therefore I ſhall proceed, ſecondly, 


to particulariſe a few of the many melancholy 


Conſequences attending a Civil-War. 


War undoubtedly may be called one of the 
heavy Judgements of God, upon whatſoever 
People, who have brought it upon them- 
ſelves by their evil Ways ;—but Civil-War of 
all others muſt be the moſt dreadful ;—for 
in it, we often find the Hands of the Father 
imbrued in the Blood of his own Children, 
and the Sword of the youthful Son directed 
againſt the tender Boſom of his old and 
affectionate Father: At leaſt, it is a Thing 


unavoidable, but that People of the ſame 


Family and Kindred, of the fame Principle 
and Religion, of the ſame Intereſt and Pro- 
feſſion, muſt be guilty of the groſſeſt Acts of 
Barbarity, Injuſtice, and Oppreſſion to one 


another. 
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another. If to hear only of one Country, 
when embroiled againſt another, and the 


Invaders, as it may happen, in Poſſeſſion of 


their Antagoniſts' Dominions, we paint to 


ourſelves whole Towns laid in Aſhes z the 


aged and infirm brought to an untimely End 


in their own Houſes; their Goods and 


Poſſeſſions, which, with great Induſtry and 
Care, they had collected for themſelves and 


Families, torn from them by lawleſs Miſ- 
creants; the timorous Mother and her 
weeping little ones torn from each others 
Breaſts, and their Blood mixed together upon 
the Ground, mult be painful even but to 


imagine: But to ſee and feel ſuch great ; 


Afflictions muſt be more, one would think, 
than human Nature could ſtand under.— 
Such as theſe are the Horrors of all deſtruc- 
tive War, from which Monſter, Enemy to 
Mankind, gracious Lord in thy good Time 


deliver us! 
I ſhall 


1 
I ſhall now endeavour to conclude with 
ſome ſuch Reflections, as may incline us to 


merit the Protection of God, and anſwer the 


= gracious End his Majeſty ſeems wiſhful to 


promote by this ſolemn Meeting. 


From what I have already ſaid, I think 
your Thoughts will now be able to run be- 
fore me in what I have yet to add: Con- 
ſcience, that ſelf- inſtructing Monitor, will 
quickly tell us all, the grand Occaſion of all 


our ſufferings. The crying Sins of this 
Nation, and thoſe of his Majeſty's Colonies 


in North-America, ſeem to have provoked 


God out of Meaſure, and drawn down his 


heavy Wrath upon us and them, to our 


Shame and Confuſion in thus letting us 


looſe upon one another for the Puniſhment 


of our Crimes.— To this Kingdom, we may 


ſafely ſay, he has moſt viſibly ſhewn his 


protecting Hand many and various Times ;— 


"Hh and 


> 


and how have we deſerved his Protection? 
Does not Vice and all Kinds of Wickedneſs, 
as I may ſay, ' flouriſh and prevail iow 
Is the Word of God thrown by and neglect- 

ed! and at what a low Ebb is Religion 
5 amongſt us.— That Religion of ours, the 
moſt pure and perfect of all the World, 
which we have the moſt free and uninter- 
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Tupted Uſe of, is now become, with many, 
no Religion at all.— All Exhortations from 
the Pulpit fail; few come conſtantly to 
Church, many never approach the Altar. 
What Ingratitude does this ſhew to our gra- 
cious God, our Saviour and Redeemer ! O 
' Engliſh Iſrael how art thou fallen from thy 


| antient and well-known Glory ! 


All the former Favours we have received, 
and the Bleflings of God we have long en- 
joyed, as a favourite choſen People, like the 
Jews of old, do but aggravate our Crimes, 


and 


1 


FO) 
and haſten forward our Deſtruction; for we 
are undoubtedly worſe than our Forefathers 


have been: What hinders then, if we will 
not repent, but God may juſtly cut us off 
from being any more a People? 


But let us not deſpair, God is always 
willing, to the laſt, to give Ear to the Suppli- 
cations of his Servants; and we are here met #4 
together to humble and proſtrate ourſelves 
before him, to beg Pardon for our Tranſ- 


greſſions, and promiſe faithfully never to 


provoke him more; if this be our ſincere 
Reſolution we may yet be ſafe; God can 
ſoon confound the Deſigns of our Enemies, 
and make us victorious over them ; or, 
which, in my Opinion, is much more 
chriſtian for us to wiſh, he can ſay to the 


| deſtroying Angel, in both Armies, it is 


enough, ſtop now thy Hand, and mutually 


reconcile our American Brethren and us by 
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8 pa par that. all thould | repent and 


inherit eterna 
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5 | 2h and keep allt my "Comminidments always, 


ey would fear me 


* . © that it might be well with them and with 
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